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Last week, Mayor Broome issued an executive order requiring all commercial and nonprofit entities in the City-
Parish providing goods or services directly to the public, to require employees and customers to wear masks. We 
strongly support the Mayor’s decision and courageous action to help reduce the community spread of the COVID-
19 virus.  The healthcare community has also been requiring masks to be worn inside all of our buildings and we 
welcome this additional support as an entire city-parish. We will continue to work with the Mayor and local 
officials as we all care for the health and future of our community.  
 
Through Mayor Broome’s Healthy City Initiative, the East Baton Rouge Parish Medical community has been 
convening and monitoring the ongoing transmission of COVID-19 in our community since March 10th, 2020. In 
response to the recent increase in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations, we want to reassure the public that we are 
able to care for the community and this pandemic is not exceeding our capacity or capabilities. Our hospitals have 
the ICU capacity, staff and supplies to meet the critical healthcare needs of our community regardless of diagnosis, 
illness, or injury.  
   
As healthcare leaders, we can attest to the devotion and compassion of our teams that are caring for those with 
COVID-19 and those who come to our hospitals seeking care for other urgent medical needs. We stand together 
ready to serve the community and will do so in the safest ways possible. Through enhanced testing efforts, strict 
screenings procedures to identify potentially infectious patients and promptly implementing isolation protocols, 
hospital care is safe, ready and available for those who need it. 
  
As this pandemic continues to affect our community, the public plays an essential role in helping preserve hospital 
capacity. It is critically important to wear a mask or face covering anytime you leave your home, to practice 
appropriate physical distancing by avoiding large crowds and gatherings, to wash your hands frequently for at least 
20 seconds, and to avoid touching your face.  
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